Introduction:
The Impact of Worldviews on Government and Society

The worldviews that underpin governments profoundly shape the societies they
govern. Atheistic regimes, particularly in the 20th century under leaders like
Stalin, Mao, and Pol Pot, led to the deaths of an estimated 85 to 100 million
people. These regimes, driven by ideologies that rejected the existence of God,
often sought to establish totalitarian states where human life was devalued,
leading to widespread suffering and oppression.

In contrast, societies influenced by Christian principles have consistently
promoted human dignity, justice, and mercy. The United States, deeply shaped
by Judeo-Christian values, has been a global leader in humanitarian efforts,
providing over $400 billion in official development assistance (ODA) between
2000 and 2020. Christian organizations have been instrumental in these efforts,
reflecting the biblical mandate to care for the vulnerable and improve global
living conditions.

This study explores the contrast between atheistic and Christian worldviews in
government from a Reformed theological perspective, equipping Christians to
engage with today’s political and social challenges in a way that honors God’s
sovereignty and promotes true justice.

Section 1:
The Sovereignty of God Over Nations

Scriptural Foundation: Romans 13:1-7; Daniel 2:20-21

The doctrine of God’s sovereignty is central to Reformed theology and
underpins our understanding of government and authority. Scripture teaches
that all authority is established by God, and even rulers who do not
acknowledge Him are still under His control. Romans 13:1-2 reminds us that
"there is no authority except from God," which means that all governments are
subject to His ultimate authority.

A prime example of God’s sovereignty over nations is seen in the story of
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4. Nebuchadnezzar’s pride led him to believe that his
power was his own, but God humbled him, demonstrating that "the Most High
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will"* (Daniel 4:32). This story
serves as a powerful reminder that no matter how powerful a ruler may seem,
they are ultimately subject to God’s authority.



In light of God’s sovereignty, Christians are called to engage with the political
process with trust and confidence in God’s control. This engagement is not
about seeking power for its own sake but about promoting justice,
righteousness, and the common good as defined by biblical principles. Believers
should participate in voting, advocacy, and even public office, always seeking to
reflect God’s justice and righteousness in the public square.

Section 2:
The Dangers of Atheism in Government

Scriptural Foundation: Psalm 14:1; Romans 1:18-32

The rejection of God by atheistic regimes often leads to moral decay, social
unrest, and widespread suffering. The Bible warns us that "The fool says in his
heart, ‘There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds" (Psalm
14:1). Without the acknowledgment of God, there is no absolute standard of
right and wrong, leading to a society where the state assumes ultimate authority,
often with disastrous results.

Historical examples of atheistic governments highlight these dangers:

Soviet Union under Stalin: Stalin’s regime resulted in the deaths of an estimated
6 to 20 million people through political purges, forced collectivization, and the
Gulag labor camps. The state’s rejection of God led to the dehumanization of
individuals and the justification of atrocities in the name of progress.

Maoist China: Mao’s policies, particularly the Great Leap Forward and the
Cultural Revolution, led to the deaths of 45 to 75 million people. The
government’s atheistic ideology fueled the destruction of religious institutions
and the persecution of those who resisted the state’s control.

Khmer Rouge in Cambodia: Pol Pot’s regime killed approximately 1.7 to 2.2
million people, about a quarter of the country’s population, through forced labor,
executions, and starvation. The Khmer Rouge’s atheistic ideology sought to
create a classless society by eradicating religion and traditional values.

These regimes illustrate the consequences of a worldview that denies God’s
existence. As Christians, we must resist the influence of atheistic ideologies in
government and advocate for policies that reflect biblical values. This resistance
is not about political power but about upholding the truth of God’s Word and
protecting the dignity of all people.



Section 3:
The Positive Influence of Christianity in Democratic Societies

Scriptural Foundation: Micah 6:8; James 1:27

Christianity has played a significant role in shaping democratic societies,
particularly in promoting justice, mercy, and the protection of human dignity. The
biblical call to "do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God"
(Micah 6:8) has influenced laws and social norms that prioritize the well-being of
the vulnerable and marginalized.

The United States, deeply influenced by Christian values, has been a leader in
global humanitarian efforts. Between 2000 and 2020, the U.S. provided over
$400 billion in foreign aid, focusing on improving health, education, and
infrastructure in developing countries. Christian organizations, driven by the
biblical mandate to care for the vulnerable, have been instrumental in these
efforts, providing billions more in direct aid and social services.

While these efforts reflect the positive influence of Christianity in society, it is
important to approach issues of justice with discernment. As Christians, we
should advocate for the oppressed, but this advocacy should be handled on a
case-by-case basis, emphasizing individual accountability rather than broad,
group-based approaches that can lead to division and victimization.

Section 4:
The Rise of Socialist Movements and the Christian Response

Scriptural Foundation: 1 Samuel 8:10-18; Colossians 4:5-6

Socialist movements often appeal to Christian ideals of equality and care for the
poor, but when implemented through state power, they can lead to
totalitarianism and the suppression of religious freedom. History provides
several examples of this danger:

Soviet Union and Stalin’s Purges: What began as a movement for workers’
rights devolved into a brutal regime that eliminated political opponents and
suppressed religious institutions.




Maoist China: The Cultural Revolution, initially aimed at preserving communist
ideology, became a violent campaign against perceived enemies of the state,
including religious leaders and intellectuals.

Cuba under Castro: The Cuban revolution promised to uplift the poor but led to
the suppression of dissent, economic stagnation, and the persecution of
Christians.

From a Christian perspective, the concentration of power in the state poses
significant risks, particularly when it seeks to control religious practice. The
biblical warning in 1 Samuel 8 about the dangers of centralized authority is as
relevant today as it was in ancient Israel. As Christians, we must engage in
political discourse with wisdom and grace, supporting policies that promote true
justice while resisting ideologies that concentrate power in the state.

Advocacy should focus on individual accountability and case-by-case support,
avoiding approaches that victimize one group while blaming another. This
balanced approach reflects a biblical understanding of justice, which seeks to
uphold the dignity of every person without creating division or resentment.

Section 5:
Practical Applications for Christians Today

Scriptural Foundation: Proverbs 29:2; Romans 12:2

In today’s political and social climate, Christians are called to engage with the
world around them through a biblical worldview. This engagement includes
voting, advocacy, and participation in public office, all aimed at promoting
justice, righteousness, and the common good.

Engaging in Politics with a Biblical Worldview: Voting is an act of stewardship,
and Christians should support candidates and policies that align with biblical
principles. Advocacy should focus on promoting justice and mercy, supporting
the protection of the vulnerable while resisting divisive ideologies like those
found in some forms of social justice.

Supporting Just and Righteous Governance: Christians should advocate for
religious freedom, the sanctity of life, and policies that reflect biblical justice.
This includes opposing practices that devalue human life, such as abortion and
euthanasia, and supporting laws that protect the most vulnerable members of
society.



Resisting Totalitarian ldeologies: Christians must remain vigilant against the rise
of ideologies that seek to centralize power and control over every aspect of life,
including religious practice. In times of political pressure, believers should stand
firm in their faith, trusting in God’s sovereignty and resisting any attempts to
undermine their freedom to live out their faith.

Promoting a Culture of Life and Human Dignity: Christians are called to care for
the vulnerable, advocate for ethical practices in healthcare and technology, and
foster a community of compassion and respect. This includes addressing issues
like poverty and injustice on a case-by-case basis, ensuring that each person’s
dignity is upheld.

A Call to Faithful Engagement

As we navigate the complexities of today’s political and social landscape,
Christians must remain steadfast in their commitment to biblical principles. The
contrast between atheistic regimes and Christian-influenced societies highlights
the profound impact that worldviews have on governance and society.

By engaging in the political process with wisdom and grace, advocating for true
justice, and promoting a culture of life and human dignity, Christians can reflect
the love and truth of Christ in every area of life. Our ultimate hope is not in
human governments but in the sovereign rule of God, who alone has the power
to bring about true justice and peace.



