Hebrews Chapter 6
Understanding the Context

At first glance, Hebrews chapter six presents a theological conundrum that has puzzled
many believers: the question of whether a Christian can lose their salvation. This
chapter embarks on a journey to dissect these verses, not in isolation, but within the
broader narrative of Hebrews, emphasizing the critical role of context in biblical
interpretation. The context of Hebrews 6 is multifaceted, understanding this context is
essential for interpreting the chapter's challenging passages about falling away and the
impossibility of renewal to repentance.

The Importance of Context

The premise of our exploration is founded on a single, yet profound principle: context
is key. Without a thorough understanding of the surrounding chapters, verses that
seem to suggest the possibility of losing one's salvation might mislead or distress
believers. However, when viewed through the lens of the entire message of Hebrews, a
different perspective emerges.

The Audience of Hebrews

The author of Hebrews addresses three distinct groups within the early Christian
community: those who have fully embraced the faith, those who have been exposed to
its teachings ("enlightened") but have not committed, and those teetering on the edge
of belief. It's crucial to recognize that the contentious passages of Hebrews 6 are
directed not at confirmed believers but at the latter two groups, urging them towards
Christ.

Historical Context

The letter was written to a group of early Christians, possibly of Jewish origin, who
were grappling with their identity and faith in light of the new covenant established by
Jesus. The exact date and author of Hebrews remain uncertain, but it is generally
believed to have been written before the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70
A.D. This backdrop of shifting religious paradigms would have profoundly influenced
the original audience's understanding of the letter's message.

Thematic Context



The book of Hebrews addresses a community that was familiar with Jewish traditions
and possibly facing persecution or hardships that tempted them to abandon their
Christian faith or revert to Judaism. The primary themes include:

Superiority of Christ:

Demonstrating that Jesus Christ surpasses all aspects of the Old Covenant, including
its mediators, sacrifices, and rituals.
Call to Perseverance:

Encouraging believers to hold fast to their confession of faith in the face of trials,
emphasizing the necessity of faith and endurance.

Moving From Shadows to Substance

The "therefore" at the beginning of Hebrews chapter six points back to the essential
teachings about Christ elaborated in the preceding chapters. It calls for a movement
from the elementary principles represented by Old Testament rituals and sacrifices —
the "shadows" — to the fulfillment found in Christ — the "substance." The text
challenges the audience to progress from an understanding of these shadows to
embracing the salvation and maturity found in Jesus.

When discussing the "elementary principles" and their correlation with Old Testament
rituals, it is key to understand they a deeply rooted in the transition from the old
covenant, established through the Law of Moses, to the new covenant, inaugurated by
Jesus Christ. The "elementary principles" or "elementary teachings" mentioned in
Hebrews 6:1-2 refer to foundational aspects of Jewish religious practice and
understanding, which were intended to prepare the way for the coming of Christ. These
teachings are seen as the initial steps towards a mature understanding of faith in God,
which is fully revealed in Jesus.

Elementary Principles
Repentance from dead works:
This refers to the turning away from actions that do not lead to salvation. In the Old
Testament context, "dead works" could be seen as ritualistic observances that, while
part of the law, could not ultimately purify the heart or bring one into right relationship
with God (Hebrews 9:14).
Faith toward God:

This is a fundamental aspect of both Old and New Testament teachings. In the Old
Testament, faith toward God was demonstrated through obedience to the Law and the



Prophets. In the New Covenant, faith is centered on Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of
the Law and the Prophets (Hebrews 11).

Instructions about washings (baptisms):

These refer to various ceremonial cleansing prescribed in the Old Testament (Leviticus
14:8-9, Numbers 8:7). These washings were symbolic of spiritual purification but were
superseded by the one baptism into Christ, which signifies a true inward cleansing
(Ephesians 4:5).

Laying on of hands:

This practice was used in the Old Testament for blessings, consecrations, and the
transfer of sins to a sacrificial animal (Genesis 48:14, Leviticus 16:21). In the New
Testament, it is associated with the impartation of the Holy Spirit, blessings, and
commissioning for ministry (Acts 8:17, 1 Timothy 4:14).

Resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment:

These concepts were understood in the Old Testament, though not as fully developed
as in the New Testament (Daniel 12:2). They become central in the Christian faith, with
the resurrection of Jesus as the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep

(1 Corinthians 15:20) and the assurance of final judgment (Acts 17:31).

The elementary principles correlate with Old Testament rituals in that they serve as
"shadows" or "types" pointing to their ultimate fulfilment in Christ and His teachings.
For instance:

Repentance from dead works highlights the inadequacy of ritual without genuine
faith, pointing to the need for a heart transformation that comes through Christ.

Faith toward God remains central but is reoriented to include faith in Jesus, the
Messiah.

Washings in the Old Testament point to the spiritual cleansing found in Christ's
atoning work.

Laying on of hands in both Testaments signifies the importance of blessing and the
transfer of authority, but finds its fulfillment in the work of the Holy Spirit through Christ.

Resurrection and judgment were expanded upon by Jesus and the apostles, offering
a clearer understanding of eternal life and accountability.




In essence, Hebrews 6 urges believers to move beyond the foundational principles that
were a shadow of things to come, and embrace the full revelation of God's plan for
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 6 cannot be properly understood without considering its place within the
entire epistle:

Preceding Chapters (Hebrews 1-5)

These chapters establish the superiority of Christ over angels, Moses, the Aaronic
priesthood, and the Old Covenant. The author argues that Jesus is the high priest
according to the order of Melchizedek, who offers a better covenant and a more
excellent ministry. The emphasis is on moving from the elementary teachings of the Old
Covenant to the maturity found in Christ.

Hebrews 5:11-14

Leading directly into chapter 6, this passage warns readers about the dangers of
spiritual immaturity. The author reproves the readers for becoming "dull of hearing" and
not advancing beyond the foundational elements of Christian doctrine.

Hebrews 6:1-12

This section urges readers to move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and
advance toward maturity, warning against the dangers of falling away after having
received the knowledge of the truth. It uses the analogy of land that absorbs rain and
produces either crops or thorns and thistles, symbolizing believers' responses to God's
word. ( Think of the parable of the 4 soils.)

You can't lose your salvation, and Hebrews chapter six shows why. Hebrews chapter
six builds on the first five chapters of Hebrews, which talk about signs and symbols of
Jesus in the Old Testament. Now that we understand those symbols were all pointing
to Jesus, it's time to move forward. We need to go beyond these old symbols to
embrace salvation through Jesus, the one they were all hinting at. That's the main
lesson of Hebrews six. However, there's a tricky part when we read verses four through
eight, which mention people who have been enlightened, experienced the Holy Spirit,
and know God's word. It might sound like it's talking about Christians, but hold on, it's
not that straightforward.

The first part of Hebrews chapter six is like a pep talk, urging people in the church to
fully commit to their faith. It tells them to move towards true salvation, to grasp the full
meaning of Jesus's message, and to stop relying solely on their own efforts. This
message is aimed at two kinds of people in the church: those who are somewhat
convinced but not converted, and those who have only caught a temporary taste, but



still not granted salvation. They are encouraged to turn towards belief in Jesus to be
saved.

Now, let's look at verses four to eight, which might seem like they're talking directly to
Christians. Starting with verse four, it discusses people who have been "enlightened."
This means you've been made aware but haven't been granted a conversion of your
knowledge to belief.

The Bible often mentions that there were many people who followed Jesus and
seemed to believe in Him. However, Jesus did not fully open up to them because their
unbelief. This is because the Bible speaks of different kinds of faith, including faith that
isn't real or lasting. Think about how people respond to hearing God's word. Some
people are like the soil that initially welcomes the seed with joy, but as life's worries
and distractions come along, their initial enthusiasm fades away. They start off
interested but soon get caught up in their daily lives, losing sight of their commitment.
Despite appearing to be enlightened or aware of the truth, they have never truly been
granted salvation.

Continuing with this idea, the passage talks about those who have "tasted" the
heavenly gift. Just like tasting something doesn't mean you've fully consumed it,
hearing about God's word or experiencing a bit of spiritual joy doesn't mean you've
been made whole in Christ. It's temporary, much like how Jesus experienced death
briefly before His resurrection. You might have listened to teachings about faith and felt
inspired for a moment, but that initial taste didn't turn into a lasting belief.

The Bible often mentions people who seemed to follow Jesus and believed in Him, but
Jesus didn't fully trust them because their response was temporal. This highlights the
concept of superficial faith, showing that not all types of enlightening knowledge when
consumed are converted into true faith. Take, for example, the parable of the soils.
Some people receive the message with joy, like they've seen a glimpse of the truth, but
then life's worries or distractions pull them away. They never truly commit, even though
they've had a taste of what faith could be.

This part also talks about people experiencing the Holy Spirit's power without fully
committing to faith, similar to Simon Magus from Acts chapter eight, who wanted the
power of the Holy Spirit for the wrong reasons and was shown to not truly believe.
Another example is Herod, who enjoyed listening to John the Baptist but was never
granted salvation after consuming the teachings. These examples illustrate that the
passage isn't addressing those who have converted and granted faith but rather those
who are still on the outside looking in, curious about Christianity but not yet His.

If you've received the good seed, heard all about it, but still walk in unbelief, it's like
you've made your heart tough as stone. You’re seemingly at a point where you can't be
saved because you were never truly saved to begin with. The writer wraps up with a
parable of this situation, using the example of soil. Soil that gets rain and grows good
crops. But soil that only grows thorns and weeds? It's useless and ends up getting
burned.



Following Chapters (Hebrews 7-13)

The subsequent chapters continue to explore the priesthood of Melchizedek, the new
covenant, faith, endurance, discipline, and the characteristics of Christian living. The
themes of perseverance and faithfulness are emphasized, reinforcing the call to
maturity presented in chapter 6.

A Call to Commitment

This chapter concludes with a fervent appeal to those who find themselves enlightened
but uncommitted. It reassures believers of the security and permanence of salvation in
Christ while urging those on the fringes of faith to take note of the state of their own
heart unto repentance by the power of the Holy Spirit, thus moving them from the
shadows of unbelief into the assurance and hope offered by faith in Jesus Christ.

This chapter aims to clarify one of the New Testament's most debated passages,
offering comfort to those assured in their salvation, through a deeper understanding of
context and audience, readers are invited to appreciate the enduring security of
salvation in Christ.



