
Universalism vs. Reformed Theology: A 
Comprehensive Study

Introduction

This study offers a thorough, direct comparison between Universalism and Reformed theology, 
exposing the flaws of Universalism through a biblically faithful, Reformed lens. Every argument 
presented here aligns with Reformed theology and demonstrates the harmonious nature of 
Scripture, ensuring that no passage contradicts another.

Section 1: Understanding Reformed Theology – The TULIP 
Doctrine

Reformed theology is summarized by the TULIP acronym, representing five core doctrines 
known as the Five Points of Calvinism. These were formalized at the Synod of Dort (1618–1619) 
and are foundational to Reformed theology.

1. Total Depravity

Humanity’s entire nature is corrupted by sin, rendering individuals incapable of producing faith 
or choosing God without divine intervention.

2. Unconditional Election

God, by His sovereign will and not based on any foreseen merit, has chosen certain individuals 
for salvation.

3. Limited Atonement

Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death atoned specifically for the sins of the elect, securing their salvation 
fully and effectively.

4. Irresistible Grace

God’s saving grace, extended to the elect, overcomes all resistance, leading them infallibly to 
faith in Christ.

5. Perseverance of the Saints



Those whom God has elected and brought to faith will be preserved by His power, enduring in 
faith until the end.

Section 2: The Universalist Perspective – An Alternative 
TULIP

Universalists reinterpret TULIP to promote universal reconciliation. John Licitra of the Christian 
Universalist Association offers this alternative framework:

1. Total Reconciliation

All humanity, through Christ’s redemptive work, is destined for reconciliation with God.

2. Unlimited Atonement

Jesus’s sacrificial death applies universally to all people, not limited to the elect.

3. Love

God’s nature is fundamentally love, leading to the salvation and restoration of all creation.

4. Irresistible Grace Through the Ages

God’s grace, extended to all, will ultimately bring everyone to salvation over time.

5. Perseverance of God

God’s unwavering commitment ensures that He will redeem and reconcile all individuals.

Section 3: Scriptural Challenges to Universalism

Each Universalist claim collapses under the scrutiny of Scripture, which presents a coherent and 
exclusive redemptive plan.

Total Reconciliation

Claim: All humanity will be reconciled to God. 
Refutation: Matthew 25:46 — "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life." The destinies of the righteous and the unrighteous are clearly distinct 
and eternal.



Unlimited Atonement

Claim: Christ’s atoning sacrifice applies to all without exception. 
Refutation: John 10:14–15 — "I am the good shepherd... I lay down my life for the sheep." 
Jesus’s atonement is explicitly for the sheep—those chosen by the Father.

Love

Claim: God’s love guarantees universal salvation. 
Refutation: Romans 9:15–16 — "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy." God’s mercy is 
sovereign and not universally applied.

Irresistible Grace Through the Ages

Claim: God’s grace will eventually save all. 
Refutation: John 6:37 — "All that the Father gives me will come to me." This promise applies 
only to the elect, not universally.

Perseverance of God

Claim: God works toward the salvation of all. 
Refutation: Philippians 1:6 — "He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion." 
This is directed exclusively toward believers.

Section 4: Misapplied Scriptures by Universalists

Universalists misapply Scripture by ignoring its broader context.

1. Total Reconciliation

1 Timothy 2:3–4 — “All people” means all kinds and classes, not every individual.

2. Unlimited Atonement

1 John 2:2 — "Whole world" signifies the inclusion of all nations, not universal application.

3. Love

1 John 4:8 — God’s love is paired with justice; not all escape judgment.

4. Irresistible Grace Through the Ages

Philippians 2:10–11 — Recognition of Christ’s lordship does not equate to saving faith.



5. Perseverance of God

2 Peter 3:9 — God’s effectual calling ensures only the elect come to repentance.

Section 5: Conclusion – The Harmony of Scripture

The Bible’s unified message shows salvation as the sovereign work of God. Humanity’s total 
depravity necessitates that faith is an unmerited gift, given by grace through the regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit. Salvation depends solely on God’s choice, not human effort.

By interpreting Scripture as a harmonious whole, believers can see the flaws in Universalism. 
The consistent truth of God’s Word makes a clear distinction between those saved by grace and 
those who remain under judgment, affirming the particularity and effectiveness of His 
redemptive plan.


